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LOST PET??

If Your Pet Is Missing…

Try to remain calm and take the following steps as quickly as possible:

1. check all rooms, closets, cabinets, etc. in your house and around your yard, including sheds, storage buildings, and underneath porches.  call your pet; maybe it cannot move but will bark or meow when it hears you call its name.
2. call and visit your local animal control facility and humane society, spca, etc. as soon as you discover that your pet is missing.  file a missing pet report with every animal shelter within a 50-mile radius of your home.  give a complete description of your pet including coat and eye color, age, weight, sex, and any distinguishing marks.  do not wait several days or weeks before calling to report a missing pet!    
3. search the immediate area around your property and tell your neighbors that your pet is missing.  search your neighborhood by making a progressively widening spiral around your home.
4. notify veterinary clinics in your area.  
5. post “lost pet” signs at veterinary clinics, banks, boarding facilities, pet supply stores, libraries, schools, animal shelters, post offices, grocery store bulletin boards, Gas stations, on street posts and other high-traffic areas in your neighborhood.  your flyers should include a recent photo of your pet, a written description of the animal, the date it disappeared, the last place it was seen, and your name and phone number.  offer a reward to encourage people to keep an eye out.
6. put “lost” ads in newspapers and check the “pets found” ads.  When checking the “found” ads, contact any that even vaguely resemble your pet; some people may not be able to accurately describe an animal.
7. do not punish your pet if you are fortunate enough to find it;  that would only make it that much more difficult to find it should it get lost again.
8. take preventative measures to help ensure that your pet can find its way back to you should it turn up missing.  identify your pet according to local ordinances.  an identification collar and/or a microchip can mean the difference between life or death should your pet end up at an  animal control facility!!
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